bondmen are the property of their lords, verily, by
that is to be understood, the property of the emperor,
who defends them in their rights, but who has no
right to rob or to plunder them. And thereupon says
Seneca: 'Thy prudence should cause thee to live be-
nignly with thy slaves." Those whom you call your
serfs are God's people; for humble folk are Christ's
friends; they are at home in the house of the Lord.
Think, also, that such seed as churls come from,
from such seed come the lords. As easily may the
churl be saved as the lord. The same death that takes
the churl takes the lord. Wherefore I advise you
to do unto your churl as you would that your lord
should do unto you, if you were in the churl's plight.
Every sinful man is a serf to sin. I advise you, verily,
that you, lord, act in such wise with your serfs that
they shall rather love you than fear, I know well that
there is degree above degree, and that this is reason-
able; and reasonable it is that men should pay their
duty where it is due; but, certainly, extortions and
contempt for underlings is damnable.
And furthermore, understand well that conquerors
or tyrants often make thralls of those who were born
of as royal blood as those who have conquered. This
word of thralldom was unknown until Noah said that
his grandson Canaan should be servant to his breth-
ren for his sin. What say we then of those that plun-
der and extort money from Holy Church? Certainly,
the sword which men give to a knight when he is
dubbed, signifies that he should defend Holy Church
and not rob or pillage it; and whoever does so is a
traitor to Christ, And, as Saint Augustine says: "They
are the foevii's wolves that pull down the sheep of
Jesus Christ." And they do worse than wolves. For
truly, when the wolf has filled his belly, he ceases tq
kill sheep. But truly, the plunderers z*nd destroyers
of God's Holy Church do not so, for they never cea$f
to pillage. Now, as I have said, since it wa$
sin was the first cause o£ thralldom, then it
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